UNL11 Academic Literacy Skills
About the Course

This unit prepares you for writing assignments at a tertiary level. The unit focuses on developing your
communication and written skills that are necessary to be successful in the university environment. The unit
helps you develop the necessary skills you need for essay writing and research reports, summarising
readings, editing your work, citing works and referencing of articles, journals and internet resources.

This unit includes individual tutorial support with an experienced high school English teacher. Tutorial
support is via email, phone and an online classroom with discussion forums. There is also a Unilearn Student
Support Officer available to help you throughout your study.

The unit has flexible enrolment dates to meet your needs. Start your study when you want and complete the
unit any time within the 12 month enrolment window. This unit is equivalent to year 11/12 English
Communication. This unit requires a minimum of 220 hours or 13 weeks to complete. The 13-week option is
only available to you if you complete the unit in the online classroom.

Aim
The course materials comprise of a study guide or “workbook”. It has been prepared for people who have
not previously written essays at a tertiary level.
The Academic Literacy Skills course addresses five main questions:
•
•
•
•
•

What is academic writing, and what makes it different from other kinds of writing?
What are the main ideas, why are they important, and how can they be recognised?
How to organise ideas and communicate them clearly?
How to summarise and note down accurately the information required?
How to research, write, reference and present essays?

Structure
UNL11 Academic Literacy Skills course consists of 1 Module. Questions and Exercises are included within the
module so that the learner can work through them to develop experience in problem solving.
Assignments are also provided at appropriate points in the course. Students are required to successfully
complete Five (5) of these assignments. Tutorial Support is available from the UNL11 Academic Literacy Skills
Teacher. This support, which can be accessed by the online classroom, mobile phone or email, is designed to
help students clarify understanding of concepts, to provide details of solutions to exercises, and to answer
other relevant queries.

Hours of Study
In general the course should be completed in a minimum of 220 hours of study. The actual time required by an
individual student to receive a successful result, however, will depend on the background, time available and
needs of the learner.

Grading Scheme
Students are required to complete all required materials (progress tests and lab activities) with a score of 60%
or above on each in order to be eligible to sit the final exam. A student’s final grade is an accumulation of all
required content and will be weighted as follows:
Assignment 2 - 10%
Assignment 3 - 25%
Assignment 4 - 15%
Assignment 5 - 50%
The final grading scale is as follows:
Pass (P) - 50-64%
Credit (C) - 65-74%
Distinction (D) - 75-84%
High Distinction (HD) - 85% and above
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